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1. At its meeting in October 1968, the Agriculture Committee requested the 
secretariat to undertake the preparatory work needed for the completion of the 
second stage of its programme of work (GOM.AG/ll, paragraph 18). 

2. The secretariat has, accordingly, prepared the following documents in relation 
to paragraph 17.1.1 of COM.AG/ll: 

(a) Statistics on Trade in Agricultural Products (Spec(69)1) 

(b) Prices of Agricultural Products (Spec(69)3). 

3. It has also prepared the inventory of measures and mechanisms influencing 
exports and imports, in relation to paragraph 17.1.2 of COM.AG/ll. The inventory is 
contained in the following documents: 

Measures affecting 

Dairy products 

Grains 

Beef and veal; other meats 

Fruit and vegetables 

Vegetable oils and seeds 

Unmanufactured tobacco 

Wine 

Exports 

Spec(69)9 

Spec(69)10 

Spec(69)11 

Spec(69)12 

Spec(69)13 

Spec(69)U 

Spec(69)15 

Imports 

Spec(69)16 

Spec(69)17 

Spec(69)18 

Spec(69)19 

Spec(69)20 

Spec(69)21 

Spec(69)22 
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4. Despite several attempts it did not seen possible to establish a document 
on the relative importance of open markets and reserved markets because of the 
fact that the latter concept carries considerable uncertainties. This concept 
comprises a large number of variables involving the existence and level of 
tariff preferences, the allocation or globalization of quotas, the degree oif 
precision of certain tariff nomenclatures, etc., all in relation to certain 
price situations. After much research, the secretariat arrived at the conclusion 
that it was advisable to abstain rather than to present in systematic form data 
that might be disputed. However, the inventory of measures and mechanisms 
influencing imports has been prepared in a form which might serve as a basis for 
determining the relative importance, of.free and regulated markets once the 
Committee has agreed on "the definition of these concepts. 

5. The following should be noted as regards the inventory of measures and 
mechanisms influencing exports and imports (documents Spec(69)9 to 22). 

An attempt has been made to include in the inventory certain quantitative 
datq in relation to: 

(a) the portion of agricultural trade which benefits directly or 
indirectly :from export assistance; 

(b) non-commercial exports; 

(6) the portion of agricultural trade affected by quantitative 
.,••/••' restrictions,- monopolies, minimum import prices, levies, and tariffs. . 

6. The tabulation of the inventory should be seen as a first attempt as regards 
both form and content. Thus, the classification and grouping of measures and 
mechanisms, as reflected in the column headings, involved a certain choice. 
Similarly, the decision in which column a given trade flow should be inserted 
may in certain"casés have involved ah element of judgment. The data were 
essentially taken from the replies to the questionnaire COM.AG/9 (issued in the 
OQM.AG/W/ series), supplemented where necessary from international or national 
sources and certain GATT documents. It is possible that recourse to the 
supplementary sources has introduced some incomparability into the data. A 
certain lack .of comparability as between countries is due to the fact that the 
individual replies' on a given commodity sector did not always cover the same 
products, 

7. Figures in parentheses are estimates or figures whose coverage does not 
entirely coincide with the column heading. 
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8. The tables on measures and mechanisms influencing exports require the 
following particular comments: 

Column 1 - Account has been taken of known measures, in the absence of 
which the export price level would be different, without 
going into the problem of "effect equivalent to that of 
export subsidies" which the Committee is called upon to 
examine. 

Column 5 *» The data in this column are particularly sparse. They 
should have made it possible to calculate the unit amount 
of the subsidyj the Committee may wish to fill this gap. 

Column 7 - For the same reason, it is difficult to determine for which 
groups of products the subsidies are most important. 

9. The tables on measures and mechanisms influencing imports require the 
following particular comments: 

Column 2 -

Column 6 -

Column 7 - 9 

Licensing measures are included in this column (which is 
numbered 3 in document Spec(69)19). 

The levies mentioned here may be of a different character 
and of unequal variability. (This column is numbered 7 in 
document Spec(69)19). 

An exact allocation among these columns has not always been 
possible, in particular where the breakdown of available 
trade data was less detailed than that of national customs 
tariffs. In the case of fruit and vegetables the existence 
of import calendars according to which duties vary over the 
year created an additional difficulty. (These columns are 
numbered 8 to 10 in Spec(69)19). 

This column shows all imports benefiting from preferential 
import duties, including preferential zero duties (Column 9 
in Spec(69)19). 

This column shows imports generally entering duty-free 
from all origins. (In Spec(69)19 this column is numbered 10 
and also includes imports which entered duty-free by virtue 
of preferences; in this document these imports thus appear 
in both columns 9 and 10). 

10. The inventories cover all reporting countries to the extent that at the 
time of preparation data were available or available in the appropriate form. 
Any supplementary information may be issued as addenda to the present documents, 
or could be incorporated if the documents are reissued in a revised form. 

Column 8 -

Column 9 -


